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Non-Technical Summary

1. The purpose of this report is to provide an assessment of any significant
environmental effects resulting from the policies and proposals of the
Submission version of the Cheddington Neighbourhood Development Plan

2. The Neighbourhood Plan contains a number of policies for the use and
development of land in the Parish of Cheddington in the plan period up to
2033. These policies, together with the policies of the development plan - that
iscurrently the saved policies 0 fthe Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan (AVDLP)
and the policies of the forthcoming Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan in due

course - and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), will be used by

the District Council in determining planning applications o nce the
Neighbourhood Plan is approved in due course.

3. The Neighbourhood Plan area contains a number of designated heritage
and nature features, including a number of listed buildings around the village
0 most notably Cheddington Manor - and the hill fo rt Scheduled Ancient
Monument at Southend Hill. This same area was designated a Local
Landscape Area by the AVDLP in 2004 to recognise its special importance
relative to other landscapes in the district and its character has remained
unchanged since then.  In addition, the parish is approximately 2km north of
the Chiltern Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. There are some locally
designated wildlife sites formed by the orchards on Station Road.

4. The area does not suffer from any significant environmental problems. The
community consultations have shown that traffic speeds on Mentmore Road

can be problematic  and there is a concern that the private orchards off

Station Road will deteriorate further in their appearance without investment

The community is als o worried about significant housing development

schemes harming the character of the village and being incapable of being
supported by the local infrastructure. However, there are no pressing

environmental problems to which the Neighbourhood Plan needs to respond.

5. The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared to key address planning issues
in the Neighbourhood Plan area. As the Neighbourhood Plan must be in

general conformity with  national and local strategic policies, it does not
therefore seek to repeat  them.

6. To assess the sustainability performance of the Neighbourhood Plan, the
following assessment framework has been adopted. The proposed framework
was consulted upon with the statut  ory consultees as part of the SEA  Scoping
Report. The consultees made no comments on the selection of the proposed

SEA objectives, which are as follows:

1. To preserve and enhance the quality of built environment and heritage
of the village
1 Will the Neighbourhood Plan  sustain and enhance the significanc e of
designated heritage assets?
9 Will the Neighbourhood Plan sustain and enhance the significance of
non -designated heritage assets?
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2. Ensure that the natural environment  within and surrounding the village is
conserved and enhanced, biodiversity is i mproved and designated
habitats are protected

9 Does the Neighbourhood Plan respect the special landscape
character of Southend Hill?
Will the Neighbourhood Plan  deliver a net biodiversity gain?
Will the Neighbourhood Plan avoid development in a designated
habitat site?

T
T

3. To encourage walking and cycling journeys to setrvices, facilities and
work
1 Will the Neighbourhood Plan encourage and enable more journeys
to be made without the need for a private car?
1 Will the Neighbourhood Plan  encourage the retention of ~ community
facilities and services in the village?

7. The assessment has also been used to assist in shaping the alternative
spatial plan options for consultation with the local community and in
formulating other plan policies.

8. The four strategic objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan are outlined in
Section 3 of this report . They cover a small number of social and
environmental issues in support of realising the Vision. Each of these objectives
is asessed against the SEA objective. T here are no ne gative impacts of the
strategic objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan. In many other respects, the
relationship between the Neighbourhood Plan objectives and the key
environmental measures is com plementary, with the prospect of some
positive environmental i mpacts.

9. The Neighbourhood Plan contains  seven proposed policies in pursuit of its
strategic objectives. These policies are assessed against each of the three

SEA objectives. In overall terms, there is a reasonably good fit between the
chosen policies a nd the SEA objectives. There are no negative impacts. There
are positive impacts on walking and cycling as a result of a number of

policies seeking to focus development within or on the edge of the main

village. Similarly, that focus will ensure there are  no negative impacts and
some positive impacts on protecting Southend Hill and delivering biodiversity
value.

10. In summary, t he assessment shows that there are no significant adverse
effects resulting from the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan . The policies
have been specifically chosen and formulated to adhere to the principles of
sustainable development as defined by the NPPF. The policy options chosen
in the Neighbourhood Plan have been assessed as those, where genuine,
plausible options were avai lable, that achieved an appropriate balance
between avoiding any significant environmental impact and meeting the
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strategic object ives of the Neighbourhood Plan.

11. The Neighbourhood Plan proposes that the progress in its implementation
will be assessed using the identified measures. The data for some of these

measures is collected by the District Council in its planning monitoring reports.

In other cases, the Parish Council will endeavour to collect data on an annual
basis to report on the progress of the plan. Should any real or potential
negative impacts be identified then the Parish and District Councils will seek
to review the relevant policies and their implementation.
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1. Introduction

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide an assessment of any significant
environmental effects resulting from the policies and proposals of the
Submission version of the Cheddington Neighbourhood Development Plan
(60t he Nei ghb o umhcoooddncePulithaEt @iyective 2001/42 on
strategic environmental assess ment (SEA). Figure A below shows the
designated Neighbourhood Area.

1.2 The Neighbourhood Plan was published for pre -submission consultation
during January -February 2015 by Cheddington Parish Council under the
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. In July 2014, Aylesbury Vale District
Council (0t he Di st r issueda€cceenmgdpihian yequiringan SEA  of
the Neighbourhood Plan  under the Environmental Assessment of Plans &
Programmes Regulations 2004. A Scoping Report was consulted upon with

the statutory consultees in October/November 2014. It contained the

baseline information for this report and is published as a separate document

in the evidence base of the Neighbourhood Plan.

1.3 The Final SEA report therefore provides an assessment of the
Neighbourhood Plan in a way that is proportionate to this task and that

recognises the limitations of the available data and means of measuring
direct impacts.

Figure A: The Designated Cheddington Neighbourhood Area
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